Setting up Alternative Editor on Micro Journal Rev 2 Hook

Setting up an Alternative Editor on the Micro
Journal Rev 2

I decided I wanted to set up an alternative editor on the Rev 2 rather than using Word
Grinder. I chose nano because it is a simple text editor and I have been using it for a very long
time on Linux. It’s also easy because nano is already installed in the default Linux build on the
Rev 2. However, as long as you know how to find and install programs in command line Linux,
this should work with any Linux editor (though I haven’t tried that). I did this because I wanted a
text editor that would save in plain text format. Word Grinder saves in a format that can’t be read
except by Word Grinder and you have to export to plain text.

The key to making nano useful for drafting is that it needs to be invoked with 2 options,
one for smooth scrolling (-S), so that everything moves up line by line on the screen rather than
jumping, and word wrap (-$).

So the trick is to have nano always launch with those options.

However, I still wanted to use the nice launcher Un Kyu set up with ranger, but ranger
doesn't really know anything about nano as currently set up.

So my goal was to set up nano to run as my default editor in Linux with smooth scrolling
and word wrap and have it as an option on the launcher created in ranger.. I accomplished this
with the following 3 steps. This procedure assumes whatever editor is being used has already

been installed, just in case you are trying this with an editor other than nano.
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Step 1: Create a script to open a new file in nano

This is the simple step. I dropped out of ranger (type q) and opened newfile.sh in nano. I
immediately saved it as nanonew.sh to make sure I didn't slip and save over the original file. I
then cleared out everything except the top line (#!/bin/bash) as that line has to be there for any
shell script. Then I added a comment (type # and any text that follows on that line is a comment)
to remind myself in the future what this script is doing. Commenting script files is very useful,
Below the comment I typed the the command nano -S$ followed by the path to the documents
folder, because that’s where I want it to create the new file. So the whole script file looks like
this:

#!/bin/bash
#Start nano with smooth scroll and word wrap
nano -S$ ~/microjournal/documents/newfile.txt

I saved it and when I relaunch ranger, nanonew.sh appears on the ranger launcher and
will open a new file called newfile.txt in nano with both smooth scrolling and word wrap work-
ing. Note it creates a file in the documents folder. You rename it each time when you save. The
script insures you are working in (and saving to) the documents folder so it gets shared with your

computer.

Step 2: Get ranger to associate all text files with nano

Next, [ wanted to be able to open .txt files in the documents folder by selecting them and
hitting enter like I can with Word Grinder files. The trouble is, ranger, as configured, doesn't
know about nano or what program opens up .txt files. You can use the ranger shortcut (Type r for

“open with”) and invoke nano that way, but it will ignore any options and just give you nano
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without smooth scrolling or word wrap. This is true even if you have already done what I will
propose for step 3 below. So you have to explicitly tell ranger to invoke nano with the options if
it is a file with the extension .txt (or .md or whatever extension you want your text files to have).

The only tricky part to this is that ranger will not show you the file you need, even if you
restart it with the sudo command. The file you are looking for is rifle.conf which has ranger's
file associations in it. Configuration files in Linux are hidden for a reason. You kind of want to
make sure you know what you are doing because you can break stuff if you are careless in some
cases. But this is pretty straight forward and low risk.

You have to drop out of ranger to the command line. Then, to find the file and it's path,
type the following at the command line.

find ~/ -type f -name “rifle.conf”

Exactly that, including the dashes and quotes: find is the command, the squiggly accent
and slash says to search everywhere, in all folders. The type option specifies that it's a regular
file. The -name option just says to match what you type, case sensitive, and then you have the ex-
act file name in quotes. When you hit enter, it will return (if there are no typos-- Linux is unfor-
giving with typos) the path to the file, which is:

/home/microjournal/.config/ranger/rifle.conf

See the leading period in front of the config folder name? Ranger will not show you any-
thing that has a leading period in the name. Or maybe I just haven't discovered the magic way to

change that, but it doesn't matter, because Linux will show it to you.
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So now you want to use that path information to load rifle.conf into nano. To do that use
the sudo command that gives administrator permissions or nano won't be able to work with the
file. So issue the command:

sudo nano /home/microjournal/.config/ranger/rifle.conf

You will see two lines in the file. One associates .wg files with Word Grinder and the
other associates .sh files with something called Bash. Leave those alone. But underneath. type
the following line.

ext txt = nano -S$ “$@”

If you want, add another line exactly the same but with md instead of txt so that you can
open markdown files in nano. I didn't.

Now just use O to write out the file using the same file name. Yes, you are overwriting
the original file. Then X to exit nano. Restart ranger. Now, if you select a file with the exten-
sion .txt in the documents folder and hit enter, that file will open in nano with smooth scrolling

and word wrap.

Step 3 (Optional): Install Spell Check so nano can use it.

Nano can use spell check. However, first you have to install the program it uses. To do
this, if you are in ranger, type “q” to get to the command line. Then type:

sudo apt install spell

It will output it’s progress and eventually tell you that it will consume more file space on

the Rev 2, do you want to continue? Type Y. The install finishes. That’s it. Now, when you

have created or are editing a file in nano, you can type Ctrl-T, then CTRL-S and it will spell
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check the document. The process is a little clunky. It will highlight the first misspelled word it
finds. You correct it in the text box it gives you at the bottom of the screen, hit enter and it asks
you to confirm by typing “Y”, corrects the text and jumps to highlight the next misspelled word.

Still, it works pretty smoothly and is easy to set up.

You can probably stop there. I did a fourth step because I wanted nano to be my default
editor and always open with -S$ in Linux, not just ranger. This involves editing a hidden file

called .bashrc The process is very similar to step 2 above, so, if you want to try, here goes.

Step 4 (Optional): Have nano with smooth scrolling and word
wrap be the default when you open nano in Linux.

This is going to make nano the default text editor when using Linux and alias it so that it
is always invoked with -S$ so you don't have to type in the options every time.

First, locate the .bashrc file using the find command,

find ~/ -type f -name ”.bashrc”

Don't forget the leading period in the filename. It will return:

/home/microjournal/.bashrc

Now open the file in nano:

sudo nano /home/microjournal/.bashrc

There is a lot in this file. Do not change any existing line in the file. You will simply
add three new lines. I added them very near the bottom of the file, just before where it identifies
ranger as the startup app. But you can place these lines anywhere as long as they are on their

own blank lines.
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The lines you will add are the following:
#Set default text editor to nano and alias with startup options
EDITOR=nano
alias nano="nano -S$”

Then "O to save to the same filename and "X to exit nano.

Now shutdown and restart the Rev 2 to have your changes take effect. Now, whenever

you invoke nano on the command line, it will open with smooth scrolling and word wrap.

I hope you find this helpful. Again, Word Grinder is just fine. The only reason to do any
of this is if you really want to be able to use nano (or some other editor) and have it integrate
with ranger.

Any questions, feel free to stop by the Alphasmart - Smart Tools forum where I hang out.
It’s linked on the page where you found this.
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